
The Fourth of July
It was a great weekend for bar-
becue

And fun galore!
And family and friends
And fireworks for sure!
 Birch Lake and the fourth was a 
winning combo!
 The boat parade, sailing, fire-
works, pancake breakfast, and water 
sports made for a great holiday week-
end. The weather was beautiful and so 
were the people. Thank you to the 
many volunteers who helped with the 
planned events. It was fun celebrating 
our nation’s birthday!
 July is also the host to many more 
Birch Lake activities. The Women’s 
and Men’s golf outings are coming up 
as well as Popsicles on the Pier, the 
People’s Regatta, and the Corn and 
Sausage Roast. Check the dates in 
this Barker and mark your calendar.
 I want to thank Vice Commodore 

Karen Curtis Miller, as well as Past 
Commodore’s Patty Leucht and Chas 
Grundy, for taking over the helm in 
my absence. Another big thank you 
goes to Patti Russwurm for being in 
charge of my Barker delivery route. I 
appreciate all your friendships!
 Moonbeam Moment: Time spent 
enjoying yourself is never time wast-
ed.

~Commodore Claudia  

Save The Date -- Corn and 
Sausage is Coming!
 Saturday, July 29 is the Big Day!
 Be there or be unfed!

Men’s Golf Outing
 Oops, my bad.  Despite the misdi-
rection between the dates on the front 
page and in the ad, the Birch Lake Open 
Men’s Golf Outing will be on Friday, 
July 28.  Sorry for the confusion.

Thanks Tom!
 Thanks to good neighbor Tom Lacy 
for taking out the sumac trees at the 
corner of Birch Rd. And Lakeshore Dr.  
Visibility will be much improved!!

Boat Parade
 Once again, our weather was perfect 
for the Annual Boat Parade.  All seven 
of our beautifully decorated entrants 
chose themes varying from Super 
Heroes to Bathing Beauties in keeping 
with our “anything goes” theme this 
year.  
 The “Most Outstanding Boat” award 
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Popsicles on the Pier, Witchies - July 9
Harman/Troeger People’s Regatta - July 15
Popsicles on the Pier, McGann’s - July 16

Ladies Golf Outing - July 20
Mens Golf Outing July 28

 Corn and Sausage Roast - July 29
Fall Dinner August 26

Soup Challenge - October 14 

Upcoming Board of Directors Meetings: 
July 8, August 5, Sept. 9

 
More info as available.; Dates subject to 

change; Watch the Online Barker for  2017 
schedule when available and for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Deadline is 3 pm on Tuesday.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items 
in the stone/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materials 

returned.  To contact me by phone call (269) 476-1680, or contact Commodore Claudia Phipps at  476-7073 or email claudia2154@gmail.com. ~Phil V

Thanks to Mr. Bob King (north shore) for the parade of duckies that swam by during the boat parade.



was captured by the Falk family’s “Rub-
a-Dub-Dub” pontoon that the judges 
deemed “Most Creat-tub.”  The Falks 
are repeat winners from last year.  
 Among the remaining entries, the 
Vash-Sharpe boat’s depiction of the 
movie “Up”, replete with yellow clad 
minions, was chosen “Best Up and com-
ing.”  The Sankey’s boat, laden with Bat 
Man and Bat Girl types, captured the 
“Best Super Boat Heroes” trophy.  The 
Phipps family pontoon was decked out to 
celebrate the Chicago Cubs World Series 
victory last year.  Thus, the judges 
thought that they were the “Most 
Believable” boat.  The Magro family, in 
their pirate ship decorated pontoon, 
were totally threatening as the “Best 
Pirates of Birch Lake.”  The Groszek 
family’s pontoon was decorated as “Men 
at Work on the Indiana Toll Road.”  The 
judges thought they were definitely the 
“Best Hard Hats.”  Last, but not least, 
the McGann boat received the “Best 
Mardi Party” award for their Mardi 
Gras theme.
 Once again, thanks to Celia and 
Paul Fallon, who generously volunteered 
to escort the Grand Marshal, Terry and 
Carol Dugan, as they led the parade 
around the lake.  We want to thank our 
judges, Nick and Angela Bergan, Tina 
Struckle and Linda Curtis for their 
deliberations and assistance in making 
this a great parade again this year.  And 
as always, we are indebted to Dick 

Bender for allowing us to use his pier 
and also for his valuable assistance.
 Finally, as you know, we have been 
attempting to determine when the Boat 
Parade first started.  After consulting 
with one of our long-time lake neighbors, 
we have decided it began with the “Big 
Bang.”
 In closing, happy trails to you until 

we meet again.    

Birch Lake Totes 
 Birch Lake Totes are again avail-
able for just $5 each (special pricing 
for large orders).  Call Bad Patty 
Luecht at 476-2615.

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply STunninG
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our Artist in Residence Duffy Dufor for the great Birch Lake art.



Birch Lake Notes

By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

Visit us again
For the First Time!

Frankie’s Restaurant in Three Rivers has new 
owners.  Over the past few months we have 

been working very hard to return the 
quality of the food and the quality of the dining experience to the 
levels that so many of us fondly remember from years ago.  We 
hope you’ll stop by and learn what we mean when we say that 

we’re “Back on Track!”

Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. 
Daily food & drink specials

follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks

SAVE THE DATE; Birch Lake 

Ladies 
Fun 

GOLF OuTinG
Thursday, July 20; $35 per Golfer

Diamond Lake Golf Course
Tee Off Time 9 am

Cost includes green fees, cart, 
beverages, and more Fun and GAMES than 

money can buy! 
Lunch following at the BLYC 

(included in cost)

Deadline to sign up is July 16
Team Members

1.____________________________

2.____________________________

3.____________________________

4.____________________________
Teams please consider donating a basket

 for the basket raffle. TEAM BASkETS 
SHOuLD nOT ExCEED $50 TOTAL.

Bad Patty Luecht 476 -2615Sure was great to see Bill King at Birch Lake this weekend 
enjoying the holiday and Suzy’s birthday.



— Birch Lake Boat Parade —



— CommuNity CorNer —
by Sarah Petty

Hello Birch Lake.  We are 0-2 for Popsicles on 
the pier ... it seems Mother Nature decided to 
rain on both events ... let’s try for a Sunday!  

 This Sunday, July 9 from 3- 5 pm, the Witchies 
will host Popsicles on the Pier (assuming it doesn’t 
rain again)!  They have shuffle board and other fun ac-
tivities.  Walking, biking, paddle boarding or kayaking 

are recommended.  Remember this is open to all, the 
purpose is to reconnect with fellow Birch Lakers.  All 
are welcome!  The Witchies will provide popsicles and 
it is byob.
 Save the date for the East Shore POTP 7/16 at the 
McGanns/’Leuchts’.
 Below, meet your board members, Fred Frei-
hofer and Ed Chester.

 Ed Ches-
ter is a 10-year 
resident of Birch 
Lake along with 
his wife Carla. 
They have three 
children and five 
grandchildren. 
They live on the 
east shore in the 
heart of the Birch 
Lake Gold Coast. 
 Ed is a busy 
practicing trial 
attorney. They go 
to Florida in the 
winter as much 

as possible since ice 
fishing is not all it is 
cracked up to be.

     I am Fred Frei-
hofer and along with 
my wife Carol, live 
on the north shore. 
We moved here full 
time in 2007 after we 
chased the kids out 
of the Granger house.
     We have been 
active in BLYC 
activities since 1999 
because Birch Lake 
is  a wonderful place 

to live and where ... every day is an 
adventure.

Get to know the Birch Lake Yacht Club board

FRIDAY, JULY 29  2017 - $70/MAN

Contact Chas Grundy at chas@grundyhome.com

FRiDAY, JuLY 28  2017 - $70/MAn

BLYC 57th AnnuAL

*Golf prize, dinner at BLYC, Food & Drink coupons included in the price of registration

___________________________________________ ________________________________________

____________________________________________ _________________________________________

2017 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome information

Must have completed registrations by July 16



Fleet Captain’s Corner
Another successful 4th of July!

I hope everyone had a wonderful 4th 
of July Weekend, no matter how 
many days you spent off work and at 

the lake.  We sailors had two terrific 
days of sailing with great winds on 
Saturday and much the same Sunday!  
As you know we have our Regattas  on 
the major Holiday weekends during the 
summer.  We complete five races during 
a two-day period, for one sailor in each 
class to have bragging rights until the 
next one occurs.  We will be having our 
next Regatta on Labor Day weekend, 
hope everyone comes out for it!
 Like every week, I have to thank 
our committee boat crew, that helps 
make our races possible.  Saturday we 

had “Bad Patty”, Sandy Vitale, Karen 
Miller, Denise Smitley, Marty & Laura 
Donahue (Denise’s Brother & Sister). 
Sunday we had “Bad Patty,” Sandy 
Vitale, “Questionable Patti Russwurm,” 
and Pam & Ricky Gambill.  Many 
thanks to all of you for your help in 
keeping the races organized and record-
ed!
 In closing we have had better winds 
on Sunday then we have had in the last 
couple of years, I hope that continues for 
the remainder of the year.  I also need to 
thank the many boats that come out to 
watch the races and be our safety crew 
if someone gets in trouble, thanks to all 
of you! Until Next week,

 “Splice the main brace!”
~Fleet Captain Mike”              

2017

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

2017 BLYC Season Sailing Results
Date ........................................1-Jul ...........1-Jul ...........1-Jul ........2-Jul ......2-Jul.................Total ...........Season ........Races ................% 
Race .......................................... 8 .................. 9 .................10 ............ 11 ...........12 ................. Points .........Average ..... Finished ..Finished

MC Scow/Sailor
Jeff Smitley #2002 ...............................1 ......................3 ..................... 1 ..................3 ................5 .......................14993.................1499 ................. 10 .............. 100.0%
Barb/Maggie Cassady #2506.............3 ......................2 ..................... 2 ..................2 ................1 .......................14912.................1491 ................. 10 .............. 100.0%
Rick Harmon .....................................DNS  ..................1  .................... 4 ...............DNS ..........DNS .....................2969 ..................1485 .................. 2...................20.0%
Scott Troeger #1489 ...........................2 ................... DNF .................. 3 ..................1 ................3 .......................14784.................1478 .................. 9.................. 90.0%
Phil Vitale #500.................................DNS ................DNS ............... DNS ...............5 ................2 ........................7003 ..................1401 .................. 5...................50.0%
Harold Cranmer #1991/2550 .............5 ......................5 ..................... 6 ..................6  ...............4 .......................11814 .................1313 .................. 9...................90.0%
Gib Eberhart #916 ............................DNS ................DNS ............... DNS ............DNS ..........DNS .....................1296 ..................1296 .................. 1...................10.0%
Bill Luecht #1579 ................................. 4 .....................4 ..................... 5 ..................4 ................6 .......................10234.................1279 .................. 8...................80.0%
Pat McGann #1735 .............................6 ......................6  .................... 7 ..................7 ...............  7 .......................11976 ................. 1198 ................... 9.................. 90.0%
Bob King #1199  ...............................DNS  ...............DNS ............... DNS ............DNS ..........DNS ........................ 0 .........................................................................0.0%
Sandy Vitale .....................................DNS ................DNS ............... DNS ............DNS ..........DNS ........................ 0 .........................................................................0.0%

Sunfish/Sailor 12
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ............... 1 ........................1 ...................... 1 ...................1 .................1 .........................18651 ..................1554 ...................12 ................ 100.0%
Peter Soldato .......................................... 2 ........................2 ...................... 2 ................DNS ...........DNS ......................15224 ..................1522 ...................10 ...................83.3%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow).................. 4 ........................3 ...................... 4 ................DNS ...........DNS ......................14377 ..................1438 ...................10 ...................83.3%
Herb Cleveland ...................................... 5 ........................6 ...................... 3 ...................3 .................2 .........................14077 ..................1408 ..................................... 10 83.3%
Stewart Spratt ......................................... 3 ........................4 ...................... 5 ...................2 .................4 .........................13625  .................1363 ...................10 ...................83.3%
Brad Davis ........................................... DNS ..................DNS ................DNS ................4 .................5 ..........................5403 ...................1351 ....................4 ....................33.3%
Bill Butler ................................................. 6 ........................5 ...................... 6 ...................5 .................6 .........................10013 ..................1252 ....................7 ....................58.3%
Camille Butler ......................................... 8 ........................8 ...................... 8 ...................6 .................3 .........................10767 .................. 1196 .....................9 ....................75.0%
Abbreviations explained:
DnS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.; DnF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than 
last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place).; DnF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed; CB - sailor who serves on Committee 
Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total; SEASOn POinTS are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, 
etc.); SEASOn PLACE = total season points/number of races attempted; CREW - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.



Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle

Fleet Captain’s Corner
2017 BLYC 4th of July Regatta Results

Date ...................................................1-Jul ................1-Jul ................ 1-Jul ..................2-Jul .......................2-Jul ........................ Total 
Race ..................................................1 .........................2 .......................3 ........................ 4 ..............................5 .........................Points

MC Scow/Sailor
Barb & Maggie Cassady ...................3 .........................2 .......................2 ........................ 2 ..............................1 ................................10
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ............................1 .........................3 .......................1 ........................ 3 ..............................5 ................................13
Scott Troeger  #1489 .........................2 .........................9 .......................3 ........................ 1 ..............................3 ................................18
Bill Luecht  #1579 ..............................4 .........................4 .......................5 ........................ 4 ..............................6 ................................23
Harold Cranmer  #2550 ....................5 .........................5 .......................6 ........................ 6 ..............................4 ................................26
Rick Harmon ......................................9 .........................1 .......................4 ........................ 9 ..............................9 ................................32
Pat McGann #1735 ...........................6 .........................6 .......................7 ........................ 7 ..............................7 ................................33
Phil Vitale  #500 .................................9 .........................9 .......................9 ........................ 5 ..............................2 ................................34

Sunfish
Rick Russwurm .................................1 .........................1 .......................1 ........................ 1 ..............................1 ..................................5
Stewart Spratt ....................................3 .........................4 .......................5 ........................ 2 ..............................4 ................................18
Herb Cleveland ..................................5 .........................6 .......................3 ........................ 3 ..............................2 ................................19
Peter Soldato .....................................2 .........................2 .......................2 ....................... 10 ............................10 ...............................26
Bill Butler ............................................6 .........................5 .......................6 ........................ 5 ..............................6 ................................28
Mike Lutz............................................4 .........................3 .......................4 ....................... 10 ............................10 ...............................31
Camille Butler ....................................8 .........................8 .......................8 ........................ 6 ..............................3 ................................33
Brad Davis .........................................10 ......................10 .....................10 ....................... 4 ..............................5 ................................39
Greg Cowan ......................................7 .........................7 .......................7 ....................... 10 ............................10 ...............................41

Abbreviations explained:
DnS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.; DnF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) 
scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place).; DnF, DSQ not counted toward minimum 
number of races needed; CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total; SEASOn 
POinTS are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.); SEASOn PLACE = total season points/number of races 
attempted; CREW - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.



Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERViCE * STORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards, 

Mercury Outboards, Yamaha Outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

Bubba’s Market, LLC

“Under the big Green Tent
     at Hilltop Gas Station”

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

13599 US 12
Union, MI 49130

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
Friday - Sunday
10:00 - 6:00

Birch Lake Water Temperature

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan



FuLFiLLinG REAL ESTATE 
DREAMS FOR OVER 38 YEARS! 

SuSiE TuCkER
Susie Tucker Realty
574-320-6697 Cell 269-641-5775 Office
www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Licensed in Michigan
and Indiana

— Barker Kids of the Week —

ABOVE: The McGann clan ... The Bells, Macy and Cole
The Lanemans, Nathan, Maggie, Matthew, and Nolan, and 
Mia McGann (16 months)

LEFT: Aurora’s 1st birthday party ... Aurorable, grand-
daughter of Mike and Amy Lutz (north side).  Great gram-
ma Mimi got her an American Girl..Bitty Baby ... Huge. 



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Three darn cute boat paraders from the east shore get Barker 
KOTW honors just for being so darn cute!

Dick Bender gets to be a Kid of the Week, not because he’s so 
darn cute but just because it makes him crazy when I put his 
pic in the Barker!

Friends of Calvin King 
(north shore) enjoyed a 
floatie last weekend while 
hanging at the lake during 
an annual Fourth of July cel-
ebration.  Not sure of their 
names but I heard that one 
of them is the gymnastics 
coach for my granddaughter 
Aly’s team.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

kiD-OF-THE-
WEEk 

PHOTOS
Mail your kid-of-the-week 
(or turtle of the week or 

plant of the week or what-
ever you’ve got) photos 

BEFORE 3 PM ON 
TUESDAYS to Birch Barker, 
63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, 
MI 49095; put them in a zip-
lock and stick them in the 
stone mailbox at my home 
(east side), or email them 

to me at  
SAILORPHIL@

PHILVITALE.COM

Maggie Prestly, great niece of Lois and 
John Groszek (South side) enjoying the 
lake and excited about mini-camp at 
Tannadoonah.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Dave’s Residential Services
Cell: (269) 362-0724

Email: davehardisty@comcast.net 
Landline: (269) 476-2797

Lawn Care Security Checks

Firewood Home Maintenance

SUNDAYS
9:30 & 11:30 AM
RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM

WELCOME
HOME

Fourth of July McSki McSchool on dry land at McGann’s (east side).



— Barker Kids of the Week —

thomas J. 
mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

Patricia (Scannell) Hogoboom (south-
side) celebrated her 85th birthday on 
Saturday with her new great-grandson, 
Andrew David Hogoboom who was born 
May 23.  Pat has been a Birch Lake Girl 
since the earlier 1940s. She was one of 
the founders of the original Birch Lake 
Barker.  Andrew enjoyed his first visit 
to the family cottage.  More celebration 
will take place on July 22 at the annual 
Scannell/Hogoboom (ScaBoom) reunion 
at the family cottage (14830 Birch Lake-
shore).  Bob Scannell will be here, so 
feel free to stop by that day to say hello 
and enjoy a refreshing beverage.



Stu’S  Star Stuff

in the beginning the Universe was 
created.  This has made a lot of people 
very angry and been widely regarded 

as a bad move.
 We’re not going to do any science to-
day.  Let’s just have some tangential fun.  
Douglas Adams wrote some wonderful 
and cleverly engaging books about life in 
the galaxy.  The “trilogy,” of at least six 
stories, begins with “The Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the Galaxy.”  
 The premise is of one Ford Pre-
fect being cast against his will into all 
manner of death defying situations.  The 
story line aside, the clever repartee is 
so inspiring that you almost can’t help 
finding endless excuses to quote.  So let’s 
go ...
 There is a theory which states that 
if ever anyone discovers exactly what 
the Universe is for and why it is here, it 
will instantly disappear and be replaced 
by something even more bizarre and 
inexplicable.
 There is another theory which states 
that this has already happened.
 Reality is frequently inaccurate.
 It is worth repeating at this point 
the theories that Ford had come up 
with, on his first encounter with human 
beings, to account for their peculiar habit 
of continually stating and restating the 
very, very obvious, as in “It’s a nice day,” 
or “You’re very tall,” or “So this is it, 
we’re going to die.”
 His first theory was that if human 
beings didn’t keep exercising their lips, 
their mouths probably shriveled up.
 After a few months of observation he 
had come up with a second theory, which 
was this -- “If human beings don’t keep 
exercising their lips, their brains start 
working.
 I’m up to here with cool, okay? I am 
so amazingly cool you could keep a side 
of meat in me for a month. I am so hip I 
have difficulty seeing over my pelvis.
 One of the major problems en-
countered in time travel is not that of 

accidentally becoming your own father or 
mother. There is no problem involved in 
becoming your own father or mother that 
a broad-minded and well-adjusted family 
can’t cope with.
 To summarize: it is a well-known 
fact that those people who must want 
to rule people are, ipso facto, those least 
suited to do it. To summarize the sum-
mary: anyone who is capable of getting 
themselves made President should on 
no account be allowed to do the job. To 
summarize the summary of the summa-
ry: people are a problem.
 He hoped and prayed that there 
wasn’t an afterlife. Then he realized 
there was a contradiction involved here 
and merely hoped that there wasn’t an 
afterlife.
 We can’t win against obsession. 
They care, we don’t. They win.
 Just believe everything I tell you, 
and it will all be very, very simple.
Ah, well, I’m not sure I believe that.
 Believe what we believe or we will 
hurt you. (Not Douglas Adams)  
 That young girl is one of the least 
benightedly unintelligent organic life 
forms it has been my profound lack of 
pleasure not to be able to avoid meeting.
 You may not instantly see why I 
bring the subject up, but that is because 
my mind works so phenomenally fast, 
and I am at a rough estimate thirty 
billion times more intelligent than you. 
Let me give you an example. Think of a 
number, any number.
 Er, five, said the mattress.
 Wrong, said Marvin. You see? 
 When you’re a student or whatever, 
and you can’t afford a car, or a plane 
fare, or even a train fare, all you can do 
is hope that someone will stop and pick 
you up.
At the moment we can’t afford to go to 
other planets. We don’t have the ships to 
take us there. There may be other people 
out there (I don’t have any opinions 
about Life Out There, I just don’t know) 

but it’s nice to think that one could, even 
here and now, be whisked away just by 
hitchhiking.
 Here are some oddities in the per-
spective with which we see the world. 
The fact that we live at the bottom of a 
deep gravity well, on the surface of a gas 
covered planet going around a nuclear 
fireball 90 million miles away and think 
this to be normal is obviously some 
indication of how skewed our perspective 
tends to be, but we have done various 
things over intellectual history to slowly 
correct some of our misapprehensions. 
 Next week - back to reality.  Maybe.  
   

~Stu Spratt 
Celebrating more than

 53 Years at  Birch Lake

The Moon for this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction:  0.999 

0.1 days after full moon

Sunrise: 06:18:19 AM
Sunset: 21:21:28 PM

Moonrise: 20:55:27 PM 
Moonset: 05:59:27 AM
Daylight:  15 Hr 03 Min 09 Sec

Life, the universe, and all that ...

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

BiRCH BARkER 
CLASSiFiEDS 

Classified ads in the Birch Bark-
er are free to paid members of the 

Birch Lake Yacht Club
 

Ads are $5 per ad for non-members 
(please pay in advance). 

To submit an ad, email it to 
Sailorphil@philvitale



Aries (March 21-April 19) - It’s midyear, 
so let’s take a look at where you’ve been and where 
you’re going. Ever since 2010, you have been out of 
the gate running because you are headed for an 
important goal that you will achieve next year. This 
means that this year is a time of preparation for you 
as you get ready for this wonderful time of fruition. 
This year continues to be a fantastic time for part-
nerships of all kinds, both personal and professional. 
In fact, it’s a great year to get married.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - You were 
busting your buns from 2010 to 2012 to prove to the 
world what you could do. Fear not, these financial 
challenges will be over by next year. Until then, you 
have the great good fortune to improve your health 
in every way, as well as to improve your job pros-
pects. This means you can get a better job or 
improve your existing job. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - There’s 
been good news and bad news for your sign this 
year. The bad news is that you have had great diffi-
culty dealing with partners and close friends for the 
last couple of years. Lots of tension. In fact, some of 
you have split because things were too much. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - You have 
been busting your buns since 2015 because you 
have to. But you’re not afraid of hard work and you 
know that this is when you have the chance to prove 
to the world what you can do. Fortunately, this year 
everything on the home front has improved. Your 
relations with family members are improving and will 
continue to improve. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Children have 
been an increased responsibility for you in the last 
year or so. Nevertheless, this year has been upbeat 
and strong because you have stayed in a positive 
frame of mind - and as we both know, attitude is 
everything. Looking to the future, next year you will 
look for ways to improve your home or find a better 
home or explore real-estate deals because your pri-
vate life will improve! 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - In the last 
few years, you have worked hard to stabilize your 
home scene. Likewise, family issues have created 
increased responsibilities. Fortunately, this year you 
have increased your earnings or you will do so 
because it’s a good money year for you. Continue to 
enjoy your popularity with others this week. In partic-
ular, you look good in the eyes of bosses and VIPs.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - It’s been a bit 
of a revolving door in the last two years because 
many of you have had residential moves or job 
changes even if you didn’t anticipate them.  Next 
year promises increased earnings, 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-nov. 21) - I have 
always thought it’s important to live within your 
means even if you have to borrow money to do so. 
And this has probably been the case for you 
because for the last two years, finances have been 
tough for Scorpio! Many of you have racked up 
some serious debt, which is a bummer. Fortunately, 
lucky Jupiter will return to your sign in mid October 
for the first time since 2006, which means you will 
start to feel better on all fronts. Sagittarius 

(nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Life has been challeng-
ing for your sign since 2012. First, many of you had 
to give up a lot of things - people, places and pos-
sessions; and then a new kind of challenge entered 
your life. You have survived until now. This has been 
a popular year for you with friends and with groups. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - In the 
last few years, life has been a challenge. It’s not an 
exaggeration to say it’s been the dark night of the 
soul for you. Many of you experienced loss and 
were forced to give up things or let go of people and 
possessions. Fortunately, to offset this, lucky Jupiter 
has been at the top of your chart, which is a rare 
thing, and this has boosted your reputation in a mar-
velous way. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Many of 
you have enjoyed and are continuing to enjoy more 
travel opportunities this year. You might also take 
courses or learn something new because through 
travel and further education, your world is expanding 
and encompassing so much more. This is all good 
news because next year, you can put your name up 
in lights! In other words, people are really going to 
notice you and admire you!

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - This is a 
time of harvest for your sign, which is why you are 
doing so well. Many of you are graduating or getting 
a promotion or doing something significant that is 
important to you. You feel proud of your life and 
you’re glad to be in your own skin. Not only that, this 
year has benefited you in other practical ways 
because you have been the recipient of favors.

Your Horoscope

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Awesome Pasta Salad

 “This is the best pasta salad. People request it 
frequently. It’s a very easy, light-tasting side dish for a 
picnic or dinner.” 

Ingredients:
•	 	1	(16	ounce)	package	fusilli	(spiral)	pasta	
•	 	3	cups	cherry	tomatoes,	halved	
•	 	1/2	pound	provolone	cheese,	cubed	
•	 	1/2	pound	salami,	cubed	
•	 	1/4	pound	sliced	pepperoni,	cut	in	half	
•	 	1	large	green	bell	pepper,	cut	into	1	inch	pieces	
•	 	1	(10	ounce)	can	black	olives,	drained	
•	 	1	(4	ounce)	jar	pimentos,	drained	
•	 	1	(8	ounce)	bottle	Italian	salad	dressing	

 Directions :
1. Bring a large pot of lightly salted water to a boil. 
Add pasta, and cook for 8 to 10 minutes or until al 
dente. Drain, and rinse with cold water.
2. In a large bowl, combine pasta with tomatoes, 
cheese, salami, pepperoni, green pepper, olives, and 
pimentos. Pour in salad dressing, and toss to coat

Sweet & Tangy Apple Coleslaw
     
 “Got 4 ingredients and 10 minutes? Then you’re 
on your way to an apple coleslaw bursting with flavor. 
Try this Sweet & Tangy Apple Coleslaw as a smart 
side.” 

Ingredients:
•	 	3/4	cup	MIRACLE	WHIP	Light	Dressing	
•	 	1	tablespoon	honey	
•	 	1	(16	oz)	package	coleslaw	blend	(cabbage	slaw	
mix) 
•	 	2	apples	(preferably	red	and	green),	chopped	
 
 Directions :
1. Mix dressing and honey in large bowl until blend-
ed.
2. Add remaining ingredients; mix lightly.
3. Refrigerate 1 hour.

Summertime side dishes

Join us for the Annual 
Don Harman/Earl Troeger 
PEOPLE’S REGATTA

SAiLinG FOR ALL AGES 
nO ExPERiEnCE REQuiRED

nO BOAT? nO PROBLEM!
You may join the crew with an ExPERiEnCED SAiLOR

Launching from Lutz’s on north Shore  (next to Camp T.)

July 15, 2017
Arrival Time: 10:30 am; Sailing/Race Time: 11 am

Picnic lunch (hot dogs, chips) following; soft drinks and H20 provided
Adults: BYOB

Please provide your own life jackets and towels
(rain date TBA in the Barker)

More information? Call Amy at 269-744-7746 or Bad Patty at 476 -2615
SEE YOu On THE WATER



What a weekend it was! I hope 
everyone had a wonderful 
Fourth of July holiday week-

end. We had just about the best weather 
we could have asked for!
 Thank you to everyone who came 
out to the Pancake Breakfast last Sun-
day morning!  We served about 400 peo-
ple between 8:30 and 11 am. It was great 
to see everyone! We really appreciate all 
those who came out to support camp and 
enjoy breakfast. 
 Many thanks also to the members 
of our Board of Directors, committee 
members, and friends of camp who 
volunteered their time to make this 
event possible this year. Members of the 
Board of Directors who were there to 
cook, serve, and clean up were: Sharon 
Hayward (President), Cindy Krupp (Vice 
President), Andrew Roche (Secretary), 
John Engel (Treasurer), and Michael 
Lacognato and Bob Pence (members at 
large). 
 Also there to help were Tom Kuhn 
(finance committee), Michelle Hartwig 
(assistant Camp Director), Cathy Drze-
wiecki (camp nurse), Dave Drzewiecki 
(volunteer handyman at camp), and Rob 
Hayward, Barb and Laura Pence, Ty 
and Maya Lacognato, Jason and Elise 

Laatz, Yoli Roche, Rich Krupp, and 
Jan Hartwig. We had a great crew, and 
everyone pitched in to make it a great 
breakfast, once we got the hang of the 
cast iron griddle! (Sorry for the early 
batches of pancakes that were overdone!)
 If you weren’t able to make it to the 
breakfast, and would like to purchase 
any camp t-shirts, sweatshirts, or other 
camp gear, please feel free to come up to 
the store during Check In (Sundays from 
2-4 pm) or Check Out (Saturdays from 
10-11 am), or give us a call to arrange a 
time to come shop (574-387-6095). We 
have teal t-shirts, kelly green hoodies 
and crew-neck sweatshirts, tie-dye spirit 
shirts, purple pajama pants, navy blue 
sweatpants, coffee mugs, knit hats, 
water bottles, notebooks, sunglasses, and 
lots more!
 This week at camp is our “Mini 
Week” – which is a 3-day session for 
campers who aren’t ready to do a whole 
week quite yet (July 5-8). It leads into 
Super Week, which is a 10-day session 
from July 5 – 15, and Session 3 which 
runs from July 9 – 15. We have 68 kids 
registered for the mini week portion, and 
135 for the Session 3 portion. We will fill 
every seat in the dining hall! 
 Our total for the summer is cur-

rently at 927 campers, which is 18 more 
than we had total last year. We’re still 
hoping to reach 950, and have enough 
open spots remaining that we can still 
get there! If you have kids / grandkids / 
neighbors / friends who are interested in 
attending camp, we can still fit them in! 
 There are 7 spots left for boys for 
Session 3 (July 9-15), but no open spots 
for girls. For Session 4 (July 16-22) there 
are 3 spots left for girls, and 9 spots left 
for boys. Sessions 5 and 6 are completely 
full. And for Session 7 (August 6 – 12), 
there are 20 remaining spots for girls, 
and 4 remaining spots for boys. There 
are also still plenty of spaces for day 
camp for all of the remaining sessions. 
 If there is anyone at the lake with 
scuba gear and training, we have lost 
a rudder off of one of our sailboats, and 
would appreciate some help retrieving 
it! Please call 574-387-6095 if you can 
assist. We’ve also lost several paddle-
board and kayak paddles that got away 
from our boaters – if any of them have 
drifted up at your place, please let us 
know. Some of the paddleboard paddles 
actually went missing last summer, too. 
Thanks!

— Camp tannadoonah —

Thanks to Cindy Rheinhardt  (daughter of Bud and Barb 
Zesinger, east side) for the historic postcards from Camp 
Tannadoonah.  Cindy said she came across several Camp 
Tannadoonah postcards in a box of old postcards that I pur-
chased at an auction.  Only one is postmarked but she be-
lieves they are all from the same year as the postmark, 1946.  
We will be running more in weeks ahead as space permits.

What a weekend it was!



FOR SALE

For Sale: 2007 Skeeter Bass boat 
with a 90HP Yamaha engine, 17’, 
Minnkota 24 volt trolling motor and 2 
Lowrance X50 DS Fish Finders, Dual Pro 
Charger, 2 aerated live wells, 2 trolling 
motor batteries, 1 deep cycle starting bat-
tery, tilt and trim, locked Tackle and Rod 
storage, automatic bilge, carpeted, custom 
snap cover.  Boat is in good shape and 
ready for fishing.  Contact Kerry McCoy at 
708-957-1122 for more information

4 sale by owner. Sunny East side of 
Birch Lake house. 50 feet of crystal 
clear lake frontage. $399,000. Screened in 
porch & all tile/easy maintenance home. 
Call Nanette Eash (formerly Sharpe) 574-
298-6556”

For Sale:  1985 Shore Land’r galva-
nized boat trailer GVWR 1560# 
$350;1986 Evinrude outboard 15hp 
w/ 6 gal tank, new hose & bulb, serviced 
-$800.  Call Bob Palm 574-298-2480

For Sale: CLASSiC Century 
Resorter 19 ft. 1973, V-8, 225HP, New 
Upholstery and Carpet - $5,000. Power 
Shore Station also available with boat pur-
chase, $1,000. Call Tom Rogers, Cove, 
476-2383

For Sale: 2004 Sea-Doo GTi LE. 
Watercraft and trailer in good condition. 
Watercraft just summarized and serviced 
ready to hit the water! Trailer also ser-
viced, new bearings and hubs; it’s ready 
for the road. Bought a boat last summer 
and haven’t been able to use the Sea Doo 
very much so looking to sell it to someone 
who can enjoy it. Runs great and tons of 
fun! This is a three person watercraft you 
can pull a tube or a skier. I also have a 

cover for the PWC Contact 630-935-2573

FOR SALE: 4 place pedal boat (2 
cyclors, 2 riders), available for showing 
and/or test drive at the King cottage. 269-
476-2128 on weekends, 574-299-0705 
through the week.

FOR SALE: Original un-restored 
1976 Cadillac Eldorado convert-
ible. Firethorn red exterior (original paint), 
red leather interior, “straight” body, never 
wrecked, stored indoors. It’s a driver. 
Priced to allow for bumper “fillers” and 
tires. A few Lakers have indicated interest. 
Absent local sale the car will go to auction 
this summer. Contact Bob King 574-276-
9999 or 574-299-0705.

SERViCES
I do sewing and mending at fair pric-
es - zippers, hemming, small alterations; 
call Kathy at 476-9317

If you need odd jobs done like pet care, 
babysitting, garden/yard work, etc… Call 
Amanda Butler at 574-304-1799

WAnTED
Seeking someone with scuba 
gear and training to help camp 
retrieve a lost sailboat rudder

FOunD
FOUND: One white “San Marin” inflat-
able buoy, Item Number “NB60,” 
approximately 20” diameter, on  2/17/17. 
Call 476-1467.

FOUND: Black “kitchen Aid” grill 
cover.  Please call Jeff & Denise Smitley 
at 269.476.9000.

nOTiCE
At this year’s Spaghetti dinner at the Yacht 
Club, someone accidentally 
scraped the right rear of our little 
black car, which was parked next to the 
spaghetti cooking tent.  Please contact 
Tom Kuhn (708) 772-7373 or Jan Temple 
(847) 846-8600.  Thanks!

LOST
Lost Canoe Paddle, black and gray. If 
found please call 269-476-7062

While sailing a couple weekends ago, my 
cell phone slipped from my pocket and 
into beautiful Birch Lake. It was in a water-

proof case and may wash up on the North 
or East shores. If anyone finds it, I would 
appreciate them notifying me. Mike Kelly 
630 941-9138

Camp T is missing several kayak and 
stand up paddleboarding paddles 

Lost: Yamaha Waverunner key fob
If found please contact: Bill Magro @ 937-
657-8988

FREE
Giving away a black and gray 
sectional and three love seats, 
one with a twin pullout. Call Dave 
Susay if interested at 708-935-5500.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Don’t forget that
boat traffic must travel 

COUNTER-CLOCKWISE 
at all times!

Message sponsored by the 
BIRCH LAKE 

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

  SAiLBOATS 
ALWAYS 

HAVE THE 
RiGHT-OF-WAY!



$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
 Haven’t paid your 2017 dues yet? 

THERE’S STiLL TiME!
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

2016 BLYC Officers 
Comm. Claudia Phipps .......................... 476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com
Vice Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller ...........................

karne.curtis-miller@bayer.com
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N) ..........................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W) .................476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N).....................476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
2015 BLYC Directors 

Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W) ..........................574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E) .......................................... 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Fred Freihofer ............................................ 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H) ....................................... 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty ................................................ 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E) ..................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S) .............................269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Past Comm. Sue Williams (S) ..................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QuALiTY COMMiTTEE
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E) ............................................. 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors



CELEBRATinG in BuSinESS

WiTH BiRCH LAkE



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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